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With the prospect of Housing Credit legislation 
being introduced in the fall, the Coalition feels it 
is important to continually educate Congressional 
staff on the bene�ts and successes of the Housing 
Credit program and on the status of moderniza-
tion efforts on Capitol Hill. To that end, the Coali-
tion hosted its second Congressional Symposium 
on the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (Housing 
Credit). Intended to offer an update on mod-
ernization efforts, a brief history of the Housing 
Credit program and an explanation of how this 
public-private partnership encourages investment 
and spurs economic growth, the Congressional 
Symposium provided information on the Credit 
from a variety of perspectives including: the state 
allocating agencies, the developer, the investor, 
and, perhaps most important, the resident. Speak-
ers addressed the unique abilities of the Credit 
program to provide safe, affordable rental housing. 
Speakers included:

Richard S. Goldstein, Partner, Nixon Peabody, 
LLP, and General Counsel, AHTCC
Garth B. Rieman, Director, Housing Advocacy 
and Strategic Initiatives, National Council of 
State Housing Agencies
Peter Lawrence, Legislative and Policy Associate, 
National Council of State Housing Agencies
Trudy McFall, Chairman, Homes for America, 
Inc.
Cynthia Lacasse, President, John Hancock 
Realty Advisors, Inc., and President, Affordable 
Housing Investors Council
Molene Martin, Resident and Community 
Manager & Service Coordinator, Clare Court 
Apartments
Francine E. Friedman, Counsel, Hunton & 
Williams LLP, and Legislative Counsel, AHTCC
Jon Sheiner, Legislative Director, Of�ce of the 
Honorable Charles Rangel (D-NY)
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Addressing an audience of Congressional staff and 
AHTCC members, speakers also offered ideas on 
how to allow the Housing Credit program to function 
even more effectively. For example, Rieman sug-
gested states would like to see even more �exibility 
to meet targeted needs or populations within their 
own states through an additional basis boost � this 
would allow states to reach areas or populations in 
the greatest need. Nonpro�t developer Trudy McFall 
suggested more Section 8 vouchers would be helpful 
to the affordable housing community. She also noted 
the �exibility of the Housing Credit program was 
bene�cial to developers trying to combine numerous 
funding sources. Many of the proposals discussed 
at the Congressional Symposium are included on 
the Coalition�s list of legislative priorities, which 
incorporates proposals within four general themes: 
simpli�cation, �exibility, ef�ciency, and preservation. 
The Coalition is optimistic that many of its priorities 
will be included in the modernization bill expected 
to be introduced this fall. 
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Trudy McFall, Chairman, Homes for America, Inc., discusses the 
importance of the Housing Credit program in creating affordable 
housing for low-income Americans at the AHTCC 2007 
Congressional Symposium.

AHTCC Welcomes 
Eight New Members

BRIDGE Housing Corporation

Central Valley Coalition for 
Affordable Housing

Foundation for Social 
Resources, Inc.

Georgia HAP Administrators, 
Inc.

Housing Authority of the City 
of Atlanta

New York City Housing 
Development Corporation

Security Properties, Inc.

US Bancorp CDC

AHTCC Hosts Congressional 
Symposium on the Housing Credit 
at Fall Meeting




